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INTRODUCTION 

 

   Th e  wild  h o r se s  h a ve  b een  a n  in t egr a l p a r t  o f t h e  h is t o r y  a n d  

t r a d it io n  o f t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s fr o m  t h e  t im e  o f e a r lie s t  v is it s  a n d  

se t t lem en t s  b y  Eu r o p ea n s.  It  is  n o t  k n o wn  exa ct ly  wh en  o r  h o w t h e se  

h o r se s  ca m e  t o  t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s, b u t  t h e r e  is  so m e  evid en ce  t h a t  

t h ey  m a y  b e  d e scen d ed  fr o m  t h e  Sp a n ish  h o r se s  b r o u gh t  b y  exp lo r e r s  5 0 0  

y ea r s  a go .  In  so m e  p e r io d s, t h e  wild  h o r se s  m a y  h a ve  n u m b er ed  a s  m a n y  

a s  2 0 0 -5 0 0 .  Th r o u gh o u t  t h e ir  h is t o r y , t h ey  h a ve  b een  u sed  fo r  

t r a n sp o r t a t io n , h a u lin g, p lea su r e  a n d  p r o fit  a n d  fo r  life sa vin g b y  su r fm en  

a n d  Co a st  Gu a r d sm en . 

 

            Be fo r e  t h e  1 9 8 0 ’s , t h e r e  wa s a  la r ge  h e r d  liv in g in  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  

wild  a r ea s  o f Co r o lla .  In  1 9 8 4 , a  r o a d  wa s p a ved  fr o m  Du ck  t o  Co r o lla  

v illa ge  wh e r e  su b seq u en t ly , fo r  t h e  p a st  2 0  y ea r s , r e so r t  co m m u n it ie s  wit h  

t h e ir  lu sh  gr a ss  a n d  vege t a t io n  h a ve  flo u r ish ed .  Be t ween  1 9 8 0  a n d  1 9 8 4 , 

h o r se s  we r e  b egin n in g t o  b e  h it  b y  ca r s  a n d  t h e  p u b lic wa s b egin n in g t o  

t a m e  a n d  feed  m a n y  h o r se s .  By  1 9 8 9 , 1 7  h o r se s  h a d  b een  k illed  in  t h e  

Co r o lla  v illa ge  a r ea  a n d , a s  a  r e su lt , t h e  Co r o lla  Wild  Ho r se  Fu n d  

Co m m it t e e  o f Ou t e r  Ba n k s Co n se r va t io n is t s , In c., a  No r t h  Ca r o lin a  n o n -

p r o fit  co r p o r a t io n , wa s fo r m ed  t o  im p lem en t  wa y s t o  p r o t ect  a n d  p r e se r ve  

t h is  r ich  p a r t  o f t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s h is t o r y . 

 

 Beca u se  o f co n t in u in g co n flict s  b e t ween  t h e  wild  h o r se s , veh icl e s  

a n d  h u m a n  in t e r a ct io n s, t h e  Co u n t y  o f Cu r r it u ck  a d o p t ed  in  1 9 8 9  a  Wild  

Ho r se  Or d in a n ce  (Exh ib it  A)  wh ich  cr ea t ed  a  wild  h o r se  sa n ct u a r y  fo r  t h e  

en t ir e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s a n d  m a d e  it  u n la wfu l fo r  “a n y  p e r so n  t o  

lu r e , a t t r a ct , o r  en t ice  a  wild  h o r se  t o  co m e  wit h in  5 0  fee t  o f a n y  p e r so n ” 

a n d  “a n y  p e r so n  t o  lu r e  o r  en t ice  a  wild  h o r se  o u t  o f a  wild  h o r se  

sa n ct u a r y , o r  t o  se ize  a n d  r em o ve  a  wild  h o r se  fr o m  a  wild  h o r se  

sa n ct u a r y .”  Th e  o r d in a n ce  a lso  m a d e  it  u n la wfu l t o  co n fin e  o r  t o  m o le st , 

in ju r e  o r  o t h e r wise  ca u se  p a in  o r  su ffe r in g t o  a  wild  h o r se .  Ad d it io n a l 

o r d in a n ce  p r o vis io n s p r o h ib it ed  t h e  feed in g, r id in g, p e t t in g, o r  

a p p r o a ch in g a n  a n im a l wit h  t h e  in t en t  t o  fe ed .   

 

 Cu r r it u ck  Co u n t y  a n d  t h e  Co r o lla  Wild  Ho r se  Fu n d  su b seq u en t ly  

en t e r ed  in t o  a  Ma n a gem en t  Agr eem en t  (Exh ib it  B)  in  1 9 9 4 , wh e r eb y  t h e  

Wild  Ho r se  Fu n d  wa s t o  se r ve  a s  t h e  le a d  a d viso r  in  p r e se r v in g t h e  h o r se s .  

Th e  Wild  Ho r se  Fu n d  wa s t o  p r o vid e  im p o r t a n t  ed u ca t io n a l fu n ct io n s t o  

t h e  p u b lic r ega r d in g t h e  Wild  Ho r se  Or d in a n ce .  Th e  Wild  Ho r se  Fu n d  wa s 



 

a lso  ch a r ged  t o  r ep o r t  v io la t io n s t o  t h e  a p p r o p r ia t e  la w en fo r cem en t  

o fficia ls .  

 

 In  Sep t em b e r  1 9 9 4 , t h e  Co u n t y  wa s issu ed  a  p e r m it  b y  t h e  Co a st a l 

Reso u r ce s  Co m m issio n  fo r  a n  o cea n  t o  so u n d  fen ce  b a r r ie r  a t  t h e  No r t h  

Bea ch  Access  r a m p  (n o r t h e r n  t e r m in u s o f NC 1 2 )  t o  k eep  t h e  h e r d  n o r t h  

o f t h e  d eve lo p ed  a r ea s  o f Co r o lla .  Th e  Wild  Ho r se  Fu n d  co n st r u ct ed  a n d  

cu r r en t ly  m a in t a in s  t h e  fen ce .  Wh ile  t h e  fen ce  h a s  a ffo r d ed  s ign ifica n t  

p r o t ect io n  fo r  t h e  h e r d , h o r se s  a cclim a t ed  t o  t h e  r ich , lu sh  gr a sse s  o f t h e  

r e so r t  co m m u n it ie s  h a ve  cir cu m ven t ed  t h e  b a r r ie r  b y , m o st  o ft en , 

swim m in g a r o u n d  t h e  fe n ce .  Th e  cu r r en t  p e r m it  exp ir ed  Decem b er  3 1 , 

1 9 9 9 . 

 

 In  Ju n e  1 9 9 5 , a  Pr o cla m a t io n  (Exh ib it  C)  wa s issu ed  b y  Secr e t a r y  

Be t t y  McCa in  o f t h e  Dep a r t m en t  o f Cu lt u r a l Reso u r ce s  d ecla r in g:   ”Th e  

Co r o lla  Wild  Ho r se s  a r e  o n e  o f No r t h  Ca r o lin a ’s  m o st  s ign ifica n t  h is t o r ic 

a n d  cu lt u r a l r e so u r ce s  o f t h e  co a st a l a r ea .”  

 

 In  Decem b er  2 0 0 2 , t h e  Co u n t y  en t e r ed  in t o  a  Co o p e r a t ive  

Agr eem en t  wit h  t h e  Vir gin ia  Dep a r t m en t  o f Co n se r va t io n  a n d  Recr ea t io n  

t o  p e r m it  a  h o r se  en clo su r e  fen ce  o n  Fa lse  Ca p e  St a t e  Pa r k  a t  t h e  Vir gin ia  

a n d  No r t h  Ca r o lin a  s t a t e  lin e  (Exh ib it  D) . Th e  e st a b lish m en t  o f t h is  

en clo su r e  fen ce  is  t o  k eep  t h e  h e r d  fr o m  a cce ss in g t h e  d eve lo p ed  a r ea s  o f 

Vir gin ia . 

 

 

CURRITUCK BANKS LAND USE PATTERN  

 

 Th e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s ( i.e ., Wild  Ho r se  Sa n ct u a r y )  en co m p a sse s  

+1 9 ,0 0 0  a cr e s  a n d  is  e ffect ive ly  d iv id ed  in t o  t wo  p a r t s  b y  t h e  exis t in g 

r o a d  sy st em .  Th e  d eve lo p ed  so u t h e r n  p o r t io n  ( +6 ,6 5 9  a cr e s  fr o m  Co r o lla  

v illa ge  so u t h  t o  Da r e  Co u n t y )  h a s  p a ved  r o a d s a n d  s t r e e t s  wit h  a cce ss  

p r o vid ed  b y  NC 1 2 .  Th e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t io n  ( +1 2 ,4 0 9  a cr e s  fr o m  Co r o lla  

v illa ge  n o r t h  t o  t h e  Vir gin ia  s t a t e  lin e )  h a s  n o  p a ved  r o a d s wit h  a cce ss  

a lo n g t h e  b ea ch  s t r a n d  v ia  t h e  No r t h  Bea ch  Access  Ra m p  a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  

en d  o f Co r o lla .  Tr a ve l o n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Ba n k s is  b y  4 -wh ee l d r ive  veh icle s  

a lo n g sa n d  ca r t wa y s.  As a  r e su lt  o f t h is  r o a d  p a t t e r n , t h e  so u t h e r n  

p o r t io n  o f t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s is  t h e  fa st e st  gr o win g a r ea  o f t h e  

co u n t y  wh ile  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Ba n k s is  o n e  o f t h e  s lo west , d e sp it e  a  

co n t igu o u s  geo gr a p h ica l se t t in g (Exh ib it  E) .   



 

 

 Pr o vis io n s in  t h e  co n vey a n ce  d eed s fr o m  Th e  Na t u r e  Co n se r va n cy  t o  

t h e  Un it ed  St a t e s  a n d  St a t e  o f No r t h  Ca r o lin a  fo r  p o r t io n s o f t h e  Na t io n a l 

Wild life  Re fu ge  a n d  Est u a r in e  Rese r ve  e ffect ive ly  p r o h ib it  co n st r u ct io n  o f 

a n  u p la n d  a cce ss  r o u t e  t o  t h e  p la t t ed  a r ea s  o f t h e  n o r t h e r n  b ea ch es.  

Th ese  co ven a n t s  sp ecifica lly  p r o h ib it  t h e  b u ild in g o f r o a d s o r  ch a n ges in  

t h e  t o p o gr a p h y  o f t h e  la n d . 

 

 Th e  so u t h e r n  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s h a s  d eve lo p ed  o ve r  t h e  y ea r s  a s  

a n  u p sca le  r e so r t  co m m u n it y .  Th e  a r ea  is  e ssen t ia lly  d eve lo p ed  wit h  o n ly  

a  few, la r ge  u n p la t t ed  t r a ct s  r em a in in g wit h in  t h e  exis t in g p la n n ed  u n it  

d eve lo p m en t s  (PUDs) .  Th r ee  u n it s  p e r  a cr e  is  t h e  h igh est  d en sit y  

p e r m it t ed  t h r o u gh  t h e  Co u n t y ’s  Un ified  Deve lo p m en t  Or d in a n ce  (UDO)  

r egu la t io n s.   

 

 As sh o wn  in  Exh ib it  E, t h e  U.S. Fish  a n d  Wild life  Se r v ice  is  t h e  s in gle  

la r ge st  p r o p e r t y  o wn e r  o n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Ba n k s wit h  a p p r o xim a t e ly  4 ,5 0 0  

a cr e s  o r  a p p r o xim a t e ly  1 / 3  o f t h e  t o t a l la n d  a r ea .  Th e  Cu r r it u ck  Ba n k s 

Na t io n a l Est u a r in e  Resea r ch  Rese r ve  co n t a in s  a p p r o xim a t e ly  3 3 4  a cr e s  o f 

u p la n d s a n d  m a r sh .  Wit h  t h e  excep t io n  o f a n  o cea n  t o  so u n d  s t r ip  o f +6 2  

a cr e s  o wn ed  b y  Th e  Na t u r e  Co n se r va n cy , a  n o n -p r o fit  co n se r va t io n  

o r ga n iza t io n , t h e  r em a in in g n o r t h e r n  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s is  o wn ed  b y  

p r iva t e  h u n t  clu b s a n d  in d iv id u a l p r o p e r t y  o wn e r s .  Wh ile  a  la r ge  a m o u n t  

o f p r iva t e  la n d  wa s p la t t ed  in  t h e  s ixt ie s  a n d  seven t ie s  a n d  is  s t ill va ca n t , 

it  is  ev id en t  t h a t  p la t t ed  su b d iv is io n s will b e  d e ve lo p ed  o ve r  t im e .  To  

d a t e , 1 2 1 4  d we llin gs (3 9 % o f t o t a l)  h a ve  b een  co n st r u ct ed  o n  t h e  3 ,0 9 0  

p la t t ed  lo t s .  Sin ce  1 9 8 9 , t h e  m a xim u m  d en sit y  fo r  a n y  n ew d eve lo p m en t  

is  o n e  u n it  p e r  1 2 0 ,0 0 0  sq u a r e  fe e t .   

 

 On e  o f t h e  u n iq u e  a sp ect s  o f t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s wild  h o r se s , 

wh en  co m p a r ed  t o  o t h e r  b a r r ie r  is la n d  wild  h o r se  p o p u la t io n s, is  t h a t  t h e  

h o r se s  t r a ve l a n d  live  o n  b o t h  p u b lic a n d  p r iva t e  la n d s.  Th is  u n iq u en ess  

a n d  t h e  fa ct  t h a t  o ve r  t im e  sp a ce  will d ecr ea se  fo r  h o r se s  t o  r o a m , will 

o b vio u sly  im p a ct  a n y  m a n a gem en t  p la n . 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Co ro lla Wild  Ho rse  Fu n d  

 

 Th e  Co r o lla  Wild  Ho r se  Fu n d  (CWHF)  wa s e st a b lish ed  b y  t h e  Ou t e r  

Ba n k s Co n se r va t io n is t s  (OBC)  Bo a r d  o f Dir ect o r s  in  1 9 8 8  t o  su p p o r t  t h e  

Sp a n ish  m u st a n gs liv in g fr ee ly  in  t h e  wild  a n d  t o  ed u ca t e  t h e  p u b lic a b o u t  

t h e  h is t o r y  o f t h e  h e r d .  Sh o r t ly  a ft e r  t h e  a p p r o va l o f t h e  Wild  Ho r se  

Ma n a gem en t  Pla n  in  2 0 0 0 , a  CWHF Ad viso r y  Bo a r d  a n d  Bo a r d  o f Dir ect o r s  

we r e  cr ea t ed .  In  2 0 0 1 , t h e  Bo a r d  o f Dir ect o r s  h ir ed  t wo  p a r t  t im e  co -

d ir ect o r s  t o  m a n a ge  t h e  h e r d  a n d  ed u ca t e  t h e  p u b lic a b o u t  t h e  

s ign ifica n ce  o f t h e  wild  h o r se s  o n  t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s.  Alt h o u gh  

OBC co n t in u es t o  su p p o r t  t h e  e ffo r t s  o f t h e  CWHF, t h ey  t u r n ed  a ll d u t ie s  

o ve r  t o  t h em  in  Decem b er  o f 2 0 0 1 .  Th e  CWHF a lso  b eca m e  in co r p o r a t ed  

a t  t h is  t im e .  

 

              Deve lo p m en t  o f t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s h a s  in cr ea sed  

s ign ifica n t ly  s in ce  2 0 0 1 , wit h  2 0 % o f t h e  1 2 ,0 0 0  a cr e s  cu r r en t ly  b u ilt  o u t .  

As a  r e su lt , m a n a gem en t , ed u ca t io n a l a n d  fu n d r a is in g e ffo r t s  o f t h e  CWHF 

h a ve  in cr ea se d .  In  2 0 0 6  a  fu ll t im e  He r d  Ma n a ge r  wa s h ir ed  a lo n g wit h  a  

fu ll t im e  Execu t ive  Dir ect o r  a n d  a  p a r t  t im e  Ad m in is t r a t ive  Assis t a n t .   In  

a d d it io n , Cu r r it u ck  Co u n t y  le a sed  t h e  Hist o r ic Co r o lla  Sch o o lh o u se  t o  b e  

u sed  a s  CWHF o ffice  sp a ce .  It  a lso  h o u se s  a  wild  h o r se  exh ib it  wh ich  is  

m a n n ed  b y  vo lu n t ee r s .    

 

            Th e  CWHF se r ve s  a s  t h e  le a d  a d viso r  t o  Cu r r it u ck  Co u n t y  in  

p r e se r v in g t h e  h e r d  o f wild  h o r se s  o n  t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s.  Th e  

CWHF Execu t ive  Dir ect o r  a ct s  a s  a  lia iso n  t o  t h e  Vir gin ia  Bea ch  t a sk  fo r ce  

o n  wild  h o r se s .  Wit h  a ssis t a n ce  fr o m  t h e  Vir gin ia  Bea ch  Po lice  

Dep a r t m en t , a ccu r a t e  a n n u a l co u n t s  o f t h e  h e r d  h a ve  b eco m e  p o ssib le , 

m a k in g a  v ia b le  m a n a gem en t  p la n  m o r e  r ea lis t ic .  As a  r e su lt  o f t h e se  

fin d in gs, t h e  CWHF h a s e st a b lish ed  a n  a d o p t io n  p r o gr a m  t o  m a in t a in  a  

m a xim u m  h e r d  s ize  o f s ixt y .  Pu r su it  o f o p en  la n d  t o  a llo w fo r  a p p r o p r ia t e  

gr a zin g a n d  sp a ce  fo r  t h e  h o r se s  t o  fr e e ly  r o a m  h a s a lso  b eco m e  a  

p r io r it y .  A co n se r va t io n  ea sem en t  o f seven t y  a cr e s  wa s r ecen t ly  cr ea t ed  

in  p e r p e t u it y  in  Wild  Ho r se  Est a t e s  fo r  t h e  wild  h o r se s  a n d  t h e  Co r o lla  

Wild  Ho r se  Fu n d  t o  u se  a s  n eed ed . 

 

  



 

 Th e  CWHF co n t in u es t o  wo r k  co o p e r a t ive ly  wit h  t h e  No r t h  Ca r o lin a  

Na t io n a l Est u a r in e  Resea r ch  Rese r ve  a n d  t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Na t io n a l Wild life  

Re fu ge  in  co m p lia n ce  wit h  t h e  Wild  Ho r se  Ma n a gem en t  Pla n .  Fr ee  a n d  

o p en  sp a ce  o n  t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s fo r  h ea lt h y  vege t a t io n , t h e  wild  

h o r se s , m igr a t o r y  b ir d s , fish  a n d  o t h e r  wild life  is  a  co m m it m en t  we  a ll 

sh a r e . 

 

Co u n ty  o f Cu rritu ck  

 

 Th e  Co u n t y  o f Cu r r it u ck , a  b o d y  p o li t ic  em p o wer ed  u n d e r  t h e  

St a t u t e s  o f No r t h  Ca r o lin a , fe e ls  t h a t  t h e  wild  h o r se s  o n  t h e  Cu r r it u ck  

Ou t e r  Ba n k s a r e  a  s ign ifica n t  p a r t  o f t h e  co u n t y ’s  h is t o r y  a n d  t r a d it io n s 

wo r t h y  o f p r o t ect io n .  In  1 9 8 9 , t h e  Co u n t y  a d o p t ed  a  Wild  Ho r se  

Or d in a n ce  fo r  p r o t ect io n  o f t h e se  a n im a ls  o n  p r iva t e  p r o p e r t ie s  a n d  h a s  

wo r k ed  wit h  t h e  Co r o lla  Wild  Ho r se  Fu n d  in  t h is  r ega r d .  Sin ce  t h e  wild  

h o r se s  h a ve  r o a m ed  fo r  gen e r a t io n s a n d  we r e  exis t in g o n  p r o p e r t ie s  

a cq u ir ed  b y  t h e  U.S. Fish  a n d  Wild life  Se r v ice  a n d  No r t h  Ca r o lin a  

Dep a r t m en t  o f En vir o n m en t  a n d  Na t u r a l Reso u r ce s , t h e  Co u n t y  fee ls  it  

im p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Na t io n a l Wild life  Re fu ge  a n d  Cu r r it u ck  

Ba n k s Na t io n a l Est u a r in e  Resea r ch  Rese r ve  in co r p o r a t e  t h e  exis t en ce  o f 

t h e se  a n im a ls  in t o  t h e ir  m a n a gem en t  p la n s.  

 

 

No rth  Caro lin a Natio n al Estu arin e  Research  Reserve  

 

 Th e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s co m p o n en t  o f t h e  No r t h  Ca r o lin a  

Na t io n a l Est u a r in e  Resea r ch  Rese r ve  (NCNERR)  is  p a r t  o f t h e  Co a st a l 

Rese r ve  Pr o gr a m  wit h in  t h e  No r t h  Ca r o lin a  Divis io n  o f Co a st a l 

Ma n a gem en t  (DCM) --a n  a gen cy  wit h in  t h e  No r t h  Ca r o lin a  Dep a r t m en t  o f 

En vir o n m en t  a n d  Na t u r a l Reso u r ce s .  Th is  s it e  en co m p a sse s  

a p p r o xim a t e ly  3 2 3  u p la n d  a cr e s  a n d  is  m a n a ged  a cco r d in g t o  fed e r a l 

r egu la t io n s (U.S. Dep t . o f Co m m er ce  1 5  CFR Pa r t  9 2 1 ) , s t a t e  s t a t u t e s  

(N.C.G.S. 1 1 3 A-1 2 9 .1 -3 )  a n d  d ep a r t m en t a l r u le s  (NCAC T1 5 :7 0 ) .  A fo r m a l 

Est u a r in e  Rese r ve  m a n a gem en t  p la n  h a s  b een  p r ep a r ed  t h a t  in clu d es t h e  

Cu r r it u ck  Ba n k s co m p o n en t .  In  a d d it io n , t h e  s it e  h a s  b een  d ed ica t ed  a s  a  

St a t e  Na t u r e  Pr e se r ve  b y  t h e  No r t h  Ca r o lin a  Co u n cil o f St a t e . 

 

 Th e  p r im a r y  in t en t  o f t h e  Rese r ve  p r o gr a m  is  t o  m a n a ge  d e sign a t ed  

s it e s  su ch  a s  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s fo r  r e sea r ch , ed u ca t io n  a n d  

co m p a t ib le  r e cr ea t io n a l u se s .  In  p a r t icu la r , t h e  r e su lt s  o f r e sea r ch , 



 

ed u ca t io n a l a n d  s t ewa r d sh ip  a ct iv it ie s  will b e  u sed  t o  en h a n ce  p u b lic 

a wa r en ess  co n ce r n in g co a st a l issu e s  a n d  t o  im p r o ve  t h e  No r t h  Ca r o lin a  

Co a st a l Ma n a gem en t  Pr o gr a m .  As su ch , e a ch  s it e  is  t o  se r ve  a s  a n  

u n d is t u r b ed  exa m p le  o f lo ca l b io d ive r s it y  a n d  n a t u r a l p r o ce sse s .  

 

 Th e  p r e sen ce  o f fe r a l h o r se s  o n  t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s 

co m p o n en t  is  d e scr ib ed  o n  p a ges 6 4  a n d  6 5  o f t h e  exis t in g m a n a gem en t  

p la n .  Th ese  a n im a ls  a r e  n o t  o wn ed  b y  t h e  St a t e  b eca u se  t h ey  r o a m  m a n y  

p u b lic a n d  p r iva t e  p r o p e r t ie s  o n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Ou t e r  Ba n k s.  Re la t ive  t o  

s it e  m a n a gem e n t , t h e  h o r se s  ( r ega r d le ss  o f gen e t ic  o r  h is t o r ica l 

b a ck gr o u n d )  a r e  n o n -n a t ive  a n im a ls  t h a t  r ep r e sen t  a  m a n a gem en t  co n flict  

b eca u se  t h ey  co n su m e / t r a m p le  vege t a t io n  a n d  in t e r a ct  wit h  wild life  t h a t  

o ccu r  n a t u r a lly  o n  t h e  Rese r ve  s it e .  In  a n  e ffo r t  t o  b e  co n sis t en t  wit h  t h e  

a fo r em en t io n ed  r u le s  a n d  gu id e lin e s , t h e  s it e  sh a ll b e  m a n a ged  t o  a vo id  

a n y  s ign ifica n t  im p a ct s  fr o m  t h e se  h o r se s .  Ho weve r , t h e  Rese r ve  p r o gr a m  

r eco gn ize s  t h e  s t r o n g p u b lic sen t im en t  a sso cia t ed  wit h  t h e  Co r o lla  h e r d  

a n d  will wo r k  wit h  a ll  p a r t ie s  t o  d eve lo p  a n d  im p lem en t  a  fe r a l h o r se s  

m a n a gem en t  p la n  t h a t  will p r o t ect  n a t u r a l h a b it a t s  o n  t h e  Rese r ve  a n d  

will b e  co m p a t ib le  wit h  lo ca l r e s id en t s  t o  t h e  gr ea t e st  ext en t  p o ssib le .  

 

 

Cu rritu ck Natio n al Wild life  Re fu ge  

 

 Th e  Cu r r it u ck  Na t io n a l Wild life  Re fu ge  (NWR)  is  a  u n it  o f t h e  

Na t io n a l Wild life  Re fu ge  Sy st em  wh ich  is  m a n a ged  b y  t h e  U.S. Fish  a n d  

Wild life  Se r v ice .  Th e  m issio n  o f t h e  Na t io n a l Wild life  Re fu ge  Sy st em  is  t o  

a d m in is t e r  a  n a t io n a l n e t wo r k  o f la n d s a n d  wa t e r s  fo r  t h e  co n se r va t io n , 

m a n a gem en t , a n d  wh e r e  a p p r o p r ia t e , r e s t o r a t io n  o f t h e  fish , wild life , a n d  

p la n t  r e so u r ce s  a n d  t h e ir  h a b it a t s  wit h in  t h e  Un it ed  St a t e s  fo r  t h e  b en e fit  

o f p r e sen t  a n d  fu t u r e  gen e r a t io n s o f Am er ica n s.  

 

 Th e  p u r p o se s  fo r  e s t a b lish in g t h e  Cu r r it u ck  NWR a r e  “... fo r  u se  a s  

in vio la t e  sa n ct u a r y , o r  fo r  a n y  o t h e r  m a n a gem en t  p u r p o se , fo r  m igr a t o r y  

b ir d s .”  1 6  U.S.C. S 7 1 5 d  (Migr a t o r y  Bir d  Co n se r va t io n  Act )  a n d  wh e r e  “... 

su it a b le  fo r  - (1 )  in cid en t a l fish  a n d  wild life -o r ien t ed  r ecr ea t io n a l 

d eve lo p m en t , (2 )  t h e  p r o t ect io n  o f n a t u r a l r e so u r ce s , (3 )  t h e  co n se r va t io n  

o f en d a n ge r ed  sp ecie s  o r  t h r ea t en ed  sp ecie s ...” 1 6  U.S.C. S 4 6 0 k -1  (Re fu ge  

Recr ea t io n  Act ) . 

 



 

 As is  o u t lin ed  a b o ve , t h e  r e fu ge  wa s e st a b lish ed  t o  m a n a ge  fo r  

sp ecific  t r u st  wild life  sp ecie s  in clu d in g wa t e r fo wl,  m igr a t o r y  b ir d s , a n d  

en d a n ge r ed  sp ecie s .  Th e  Se r v ice  v iews t h e  wild  o r  fe r a l h o r se s  a s  n o n  

n a t ive  wild life .  A fe r a l a n im a l is  d e fin ed  in  5 0  Co d e  o f Regu la t io n s 

3 0 .1 1 (a )  a s  “... a n im a ls , in clu d in g h o r se s , b u r r o s , ca t t le , swin e , sh eep , 

go a t s , r e in d ee r , d o gs, a n d  ca t s , wit h o u t  o wn e r sh ip  t h a t  h a ve  r eve r t ed  t o  

t h e  wild  fr o m  a  d o m est ic s t a t e ...”  Th e  Co r o lla  h o r se s  we r e  in t r o d u ced  t o  

t h e  eco sy st em  b y  m a n .  Alt h o u gh  t h e r e  m a y  b e  so m e  d eb a t e  a s  t o  wh e t h e r  

lo ca ls  r e le a sed  d o m est ic a n im a ls  o n  t o  t h e  Ou t e r  Ba n k s t o  gr a ze  in  t h e  

r ecen t  p a st  o r  t h ey  we r e  b r o u gh t  b y  Sp a n ish  exp lo r e r s  3 0 0 -4 0 0  y ea r s  a go , 

t h ey  a r e  s t ill a n  in t r o d u ced  d o m est ic a n im a l wh ich  is  n o t  n a t ive  t o  t h is  

e co sy st em .  Th e  h o r se s  co m p e t e  wit h  o t h e r  n a t ive  wild life  sp ecie s  fo r  

r e so u r ce s .  Th e  Se r v ice  will a d d r e ss  t h e se  a n im a ls  a s  fe r a l a n d  m a n a ge  t h e  

r e fu ge  in  t h a t  co n t ext .  Sin ce  t h e se  a r e  n o n -n a t ive  a n im a ls , a s  t im e  a n d  

m o n ey  a r e  a va ila b le , t h ey  will b e  fen ced  o u t  o f cr it ica l h a b it a t  a n d  o ff t h e  

r e fu ge  a s  is  p r a ct ica l.  

 

 

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS 

 

1 .  Reco m m en d ed  Act io n :  Bo t h  o cea n -t o -so u n d  fen ce s  will r em a in  in  

p la ce  a n d  h o r se s  will b e  a llo wed  t o  r o a m  o ve r  t h e  en t ir e  a cr ea ge  n o r t h  o f 

Co r o lla  a n d  so u t h  o f t h e  Vir gin ia  s t a t e  lin e . A h e r d  cen su s will b e  

p e r fo r m ed  a t  p e r io d ic in t e r va ls .  A q u o t a  o f 6 0  h o r se s  will b e  m a in t a in ed  

b y  b ir t h  co n t r o l a n d / o r  p e r io d ic se lect ive  r em o va l.  Ho r se s  t h a t  go  a r o u n d  

a  fen ce  m a y  b e  r e lo ca t ed .  St u d ie s  t o  d e t e r m in e  h o r se  im p a ct s  o n  

Rese r ve / Re fu ge  la n d s will b e  in it ia t ed .  Th is  p la n  will b e  r ev iewed  a n d  

u p d a t ed  o n  a  five -y ea r  cy cle . 

 

2 .   Fen ce  Rem o va l:  Ho r se s  co u ld  r e t u r n  t o  Co r o lla  o r  t h e  d eve lo p ed  

a r ea s  o f Vir gin ia  lik e ly  r e su lt in g in  m o r e  h o r se  d ea t h s  fr o m  veh icu la r  

a ccid en t s  a n d  p r o b lem s wit h  h o r se / h u m a n  in t e r a ct io n s a s  o ccu r r ed  

b e fo r e  t h e  fen ce  wa s e r ect ed . 

 

3 .   Co m p le t e  He r d  Rem o va l:  Th is  scen a r io  wo u ld  b e  h igh ly  u n p o p u la r  

b eca u se  o f s t r o n g p u b lic sen t im en t  a n d  h is t o r y  a sso cia t ed  wit h  t h e  h o r se s .  

 

4 .   Design a t ed  Pa st u r e  wit h  o r  wit h o u t  p e r im e t e r  fen cin g:  No  cu r r en t  

a r ea  exis t s  a n d , t h u s, wo u ld  h a ve  t o  b e  a cq u ir ed  o r  d o n a t ed .  Ho weve r , 

t h e  o p t io n  o f a  co n fin ed  o r  o p en  p a st u r e  a r ea  m a y  b e  im p o r t a n t  fu t u r e  



 

co n sid e r a t io n  d ep en d in g u p o n  la n d  u se  ch a n ges n o r t h  o f t h e  cu r r en t  

b a r r ie r . 

 

 

BARRIER CONSIDERATIONS 

 

 Du r in g t h e  d eve lo p m en t  o f t h is  wild  Ho r se  Ma n a gem en t  Pla n , 

co n sid e r a t io n  wa s given  t o  r em o vin g t h e  t em p o r a r y  b a r r ie r  fen ce  t h a t  wa s 

p e r m it t ed  b y  t h e  Co a st a l Reso u r ce s  Co m m issio n  in  1 9 9 4 , a n d  wa s 

sch ed u led  fo r  r e a sse ssm en t  b y  t h e  Co m m issio n  in  Decem b er , 1 9 9 9 .  Th e  

fen ce  wa s e r ect ed  t o  se r ve  a s  a  t em p o r a r y  b a r r ie r  t o  h o r se  m o vem en t , a n d  

seem s t o  h a ve  r e su lt ed  in  a  r ed u ct io n  in  h o r se  fa t a lit ie s  d u e  t o  veh icu la r  

a ccid en t s .  Sin ce  it s  in st a lla t io n , t h e r e  h a s  b een  o n ly  o n e  h o r se  fa t a lit y  in  

t h e  Co r o lla  Villa ge  a r ea . 

 

 Rem o va l o f t h e  fen ce  wo u ld  en a b le  t h e  h o r se s  t o  o n ce  a ga in  r o a m  

t h e  m o r e  p o p u la t ed  a r ea s  o f Co r o lla  o r  t h e  d eve lo p ed  a r ea s  o f Vir gin ia  a s  

t h ey  h a d  p r io r  t o  t h e  e r ect io n  o f t h e  fen ce s .  Ba r r ie r  r em o va l wo u ld  lik e ly  

r e su lt  in  a  r e t u r n  t o  p r e -b a r r ie r  co n d it io n s, wh e r e in  co n flict s  b e t ween  

h o r se s , veh icle s  a n d  h u m a n s we r e  m o r e  fr eq u en t , a n d  o ft en  r e su lt ed  in  

h a r m  t o  t h e  h o r se s .  In  a d d it io n , t h e r e  is  so m e  co n ce r n  t h a t  t h e  p r e sen ce  

o f h o r se s  in  h igh ly  p o p u la t ed  a r ea s  m a y  p o se  a  sa fe t y  t h r ea t  t o  h u m a n s 

d u e  t o  fr eq u en t  in t e r a ct io n s b e t ween  h o r se s  a n d  h u m a n s.  

 

 Th e r e fo r e , t h e  Ma n a gem en t  Pla n  wa s wr it t en  t o  m a in t a in  a n d / o r  

en co u r a ge  so m e  fo r m (s)  o f b a r r ie r  t o  r ed u ce  t h e  m o vem en t  o f h o r se s  in t o  

t h e  m o st  p o p u la t ed  a r ea s  o f t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s.  Alt e r n a t ive  

b a r r ie r s  a n d  d e sign a t ed  p a st u r e  a r ea s  (e it h e r  p u r ch a sed  o r  cr ea t ed  wi t h  

la n d o wn e r s’ p e r m issio n )  n eed  t o  b e  in vest iga t ed  wit h  a ll o p t io n s exp lo r ed .  

It  sh o u ld  a lso  b e  n o t ed  t h a t  v illa ge s  n o r t h  o f t h e  exis t in g b a r r ie r  a r e  

d eve lo p in g r a p id ly , a n d  h o r se / h u m a n  co n flict s  h a ve  in cr ea sed  in  t h e se  

a r ea s .  Th e r e fo r e , t h is  b a r r ie r  iss u e  will b e  r e a sse ssed  a t  le a st  d u r in g t h e  

five  y ea r  Ma n a gem en t  Pla n  r ev iew a n d  u p d a t e  cy cle  t o  en su r e  a d eq u a t e  

p r o t ect io n  o f b o t h  t h e  h o r se  h e r d  a n d  h u m a n  sa fe t y .  

 

 

MANAGEMENT PLAN      

 

 Th e  p u r p o se  o f t h is  p la n  is  t o  p r o vid e  gu id e lin e s  a n d  gen e r a l 

m a n a ge m en t  o b ject ive s  fo r  m a n a gin g t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s wild  



 

h o r se s .  Th is  p la n  will b e  r ev iewed  a n d  u p d a t ed  a t  le a st  o n  a  five  y ea r  

cy cle .   All s ign a t o r ie s  r e co gn ize  t h a t  a n y  m a n a gem en t  p la n  is  a  liv in g 

d o cu m en t  a n d  will ch a n ge  b a sed  u p o n  cu r r en t  cir cu m st a n ces.  Th e  

fo llo win g a r e  t h e  im p lem en t a t io n  s t r a t egie s: 

 

1 . Man age  a v iable  h erd  o f free -ro am in g h o rse s  n o rth  o f th e  o cean -to -

so u n d  barrier fen ce  at th e  No rth  Beach  Access  to  th e  exten t p o ssib le .  Th e  

wild  h o r se s  sh o u ld  b e  p r o t ect ed  a n d  p r e se r ved  o ve r  p u b lic a n d  p r iva t e  

la n d s t o  t h e  ext en t  p o ssib le  a s  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Cu r r it u ck  Ba n k s gr o w a n d  

d eve lo p .  Ho weve r , it  is  r e co gn ized  t h a t  u lt im a t e ly  co n fin em en t , 

r e lo ca t io n  o r  o t h e r  s t r a t egie s  m a y  b e  n ece ssa r y  t o  m a in t a in  a  v ia b le  h e r d .  

 

2 . Co n tro l th e  h o rse  p o p u latio n  fo r p ro tectio n  o f th e  fragile  

e co sy stem s o n  th e  p u blic an d  p rivate  lan d s.   In  t h is  r ega r d , a  m a xim u m  o f 

6 0  h o r se s  will b e  p e r m it t ed  wit h  p o p u la t io n  co n t r o lled  t h r o u gh  a d o p t io n , 

r e lo ca t io n , a u ct io n  o r  co n t r a cep t ive  fe r t ilit y  m e t h o d s.  A r eview o f t h e  

h o r se  p o p u la t io n  will o ccu r  a ft e r  e a ch  cen su s.  

 

3 . Preven t wild  h o rse  acce ss  in to  th e  d eve lo p ed  areas o f Co ro lla.  Wh ile  

r o gu e  h o r se s  h a ve  cir cu m ven t ed  t h e  o cea n -t o -so u n d  b a r r ie r  fen ce , it  h a s  

b een  t h e  m a jo r  fa ct o r  in  p r o t ect in g t h e m  fr o m  t h e  d eve lo p ed  a r ea s  o f 

Co r o lla .  Th e  fen ce  sh o u ld  co n t in u e  a s  a  k ey  co m p o n en t  o f t h e  

m a n a gem en t  p la n  u n t il o t h e r  b a r r ie r  a lt e r n a t ive s  r e co m m en d ed  b y  t h e  

Ad viso r y  Bo a r d  p r o ve  t o  b e  a  b e t t e r  m a n a gem en t  o p t io n .   

 

4 .  Preven t wild  h o rse  acce ss  in to  th e  d eve lo p ed  areas o f Virgin i a.  

Ho r se s  r o a m in g n o r t h  o f t h e  s t a t e  a n d  fed e r a l r e se r ve s  a t  t h e  No r t h  

Ca r o lin a -Vir gin ia  b o r d e r  a r e  a d d r e ssed  in  Po licy  Rep o rt  o n  t h e  Pro t ect io n  

o f  W ild  Ho rse s  (Exh ib it  F) , p u b lish ed  b y  t h e  Cit y  o f Vir gin ia  Bea ch , 

No vem b er  1 9 9 8 .  Th e  Cit y  o f Vir gin ia  Bea c h  a m en d ed  t h e  Cit y  Co d e  t o  

p r o t ect  t h e  h o r se s  a n d  e st a b lish ed  a  p r o gr a m  t o  r e t u r n  r o gu e  h o r se s  t o  

t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s.  Th e  fen ce  e st a b lish ed  o n  Fa lse  Ca p e  St a t e  Pa r k  

a t  t h e  Vir gin ia  a n d  No r t h  Ca r o lin a  s t a t e  lin e  sh o u ld  co n t in u e  a s  a  k ey  

co m p o n en t  o f t h e  m a n a gem en t  p la n  u n t il o t h e r  b a r r ie r  a lt e r n a t ive s  

r e co m m en d ed  b y  t h e  Ad viso r y  Bo a r d  p r o ve  t o  b e  a  b e t t e r  m a n a gem en t  

o p t io n .    

 

5 . Co n d u ct a  p erio d ic cen su s an d  h ealth  evalu atio n  o f  wild  h o rse s .  

Th e  Ad viso r y  Bo a r d  sh a ll d e t e r m in e  t h e  t im in g a n d  fr eq u e n cy  o f t h e  

cen su s  (Exh ib it  G) .  A q u a lified  ve t e r in a r ia n  will b e  p r e sen t  t o  eva lu a t e  t h e  



 

o ve r a ll h ea lt h  o f t h e  h e r d , a n d  m a k e  r eco m m en d a t io n s r ega r d in g 

p o p u la t io n  co n t r o l, t e s t in g fo r  Eq u in e  In fect io u s An em ia  (EIA) , West  Nile  

a n d  o t h e r  issu e s .  Th ese  r eco m m en d a t io n s will b e  r ev iewed  a n d  a p p r o ved  

b y  t h e  Ad viso r y  Bo a r d  p r io r  t o  im p lem en t a t io n .  Ro u t in e  t e s t in g fo r  EIA 

sh o u ld  b e  a cco m p lish ed  a n y t im e  a  wild  h o r se  is  co n fin ed .  

 

6 . Pro vid e  co rral facilitie s  fo r a  lim ited  n u m ber o f h o rse s  at th e  

Co u n ty ’s  Wh aleh ead  Clu b p ro p erty , th e  State ’s  Ligh th o u se  p ro p erty , o r 

o th er ap p ro ved  p ro p ertie s  fo r v iewin g an d  a p u blic ed u catio n  p ro gram  o n  

th e  h isto ry , cu ltu ral im p o rtan ce , e tc. o f th e se  u n iqu e  an im als .  

 

7 . Give  p rio rity  to  s ite s  with in  Cu rritu ck Co u n ty  wh en  it beco m es 

n ecessary  to  re lo cate  h o rse s  o ff th e  Cu rritu ck  Ou ter Ban ks. 

 

8 .   Rein tro d u ce  re lo cated  Cu rritu ck Ou ter Ban ks h o rse s  fro m  sim ilar 

en viro n m en ts o n to  th e  Cu rritu ck Ou ter Ban ks o n ly  u n d er lim ited  

circu m stan ces, p ro vid ed  th e  o verall lim it is  n o t exceed ed .   Re in t r o d u ct io n  

d ecis io n s will b e  m a d e  b y  t h e  Ad viso r y  Bo a r d .  

 

9 . Review th e  Man agem en t Plan  every  five  y ears with  all p artie s  

in vo lved  to  d e term in e  ch an ges in  th e  p o p u latio n  an d  m an agem en t 

activ itie s . 

 

1 0 . Perm it n atu ral evo lu tio n  an d  p ro cesse s  fo r th e  h erd .  Po ssib le  

e lim in a t io n  o f t h e  h e r d  m a y  o ccu r  fr o m  ca t a st r o p h ic even t s  su ch  a s  

h u r r ica n es, d isea se , gen e t ic  co lla p se , e t c.  Excep t  wit h in  t h e  fr a m ewo r k  o f 

s t r a t egy  8  a b o ve , n o  e ffo r t  will b e  m a d e  t o  r e -e st a b lish  t h e  h e r d . 

 

1 1 . Co n d u ct qu arterly  m ee tin gs o f an  ad viso ry  bo ard  to  review cu rren t 

an d  p lan n ed  m an agem en t activ itie s .   Th e  b o a r d  will co n sis t  o f a  

r ep r e sen t a t ive  o f e a ch  o f t h e  s ign a t o r ie s  a n d  t wo  Ou t e r  Ba n k s p r o p e r t y  

o wn e r s  a p p o in t ed  b y  t h e  Bo a r d  o f Co m m issio n e r s .  

 

1 2 . Establish  lo n g term  m o n ito rin g exclo su res fo r m o n ito rin g im p acts  

o n  h abitat.  Th e  Cu r r it u ck  Na t io n a l Wild life  Re fu ge  (NWR)  a n d  NCNERR 

will e s t a b lish , m a in t a in  a n d  m o n it o r  t h e  exclo su r e s .  

 

1 3 . Evalu ate  th e  d eve lo p m en t an d  u se  o f p rivate  p astu re  areas with in  

th e  n o rth ern  ban ks co m m u n itie s .   Th e  Ad viso r y  Bo a r d  will h e lp  eva lu a t e  

a n d  p la n  p o ssib le  p a st u r e  a r ea s .  Th ese  p a st u r e  a r ea s  m a y  h e lp  t o  k eep  



 

t h e  h o r se s  fr o m  wa n d e r in g n o r t h  in t o  Vir gin ia  a n d  r ed u ce  im p a ct s  o n  

p r iva t e , s t a t e  a n d  fed e r a l la n d s. 

 

 

STAKEHOLDER RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

 Wit h in  t h e  fr a m ewo r k  o f t h e  gen e r a l m a n a gem en t  p la n , t h e  

fo llo win g a gen cie s  o r  o r ga n iza t io n s will u n d e r t a k e  t h e  fo llo win g a ct iv it ie s :  

 

 

Co ro lla Wild  Ho rse  Fu n d  o r Oth er No n -Go vern m en tal Organ izatio n  

 

1 . Se r ve  a s  t h e  o ve r a ll m a n a gem en t  en t it y  fo r  t h e  wild  h o r se s  t o ge t h e r  

wit h  Cu r r it u ck  Co u n t y  o fficia ls  a s  d e scr ib ed  in  t h e  “Wild  Ho r se  

Ma n a gem en t  Agr eem en t ” .  

 

2 . Co o r d in a t e  t h e  p e r io d ic cen su s a n d  h ea lt h  in sp ect io n .  

 

3 . Ma in t a in  r e co r d s o f t h e  h o r se s  liv in g in  t h e  wild  a n d  in  

co n fin em en t . 

   

4 . Co o r d in a t e  t h e  r em o va l a n d  p la cem en t  o f r o gu e  h o r se s  a n d  t h e  

m o n it o r in g o f a n y  h o r se s  r em o ved  fr o m  t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s. 

 

5 . En co u r a ge  o r  d eve lo p  a n  ed u ca t io n a l p r o gr a m  t h a t  will fo st e r  p u b lic 

u n d e r st a n d in g o f t h e  Ou t e r  Ba n k s wild  h o r se s .  

 

6 . Deve lo p  a  v ia b le  p o p u la t io n  co n t r o l p la n  wh ich  m a y  in clu d e  

a u ct io n s, a d o p t io n s, co n t r a cep t ive  fe r t ilit y  m e t h o d s a n d / o r  v ia b le  

o p t io n s. 

 

7 . So licit  vo lu n t ee r s  a n d  en ga ge  in  fu n d -r a is in g a ct iv it ie s  t o  a cco m p lish  

t h e  wo r k  o f t h e  Ma n a gem en t  Pla n . 

 

8 . Agr ee  t o  wo r k  wit h  t h e  o t h e r  s ign a t o r ie s  t o  t h is  a gr eem en t  in  t h e  

p e r io d ic r ev iew a n d  u p d a t e  o f t h e  Ma n a gem en t  Pla n .  

 

9 . Co n t in u e  t o  r ep a ir  a n d  m a in t a in  t h e  b a r r ie r  fen ce  a t  t h e  No r t h  

Bea ch  Access . 

 



 

1 0 . Wo r k  wit h  p r iva t e  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  gr o u p s t o  d eve lo p  h a b it a t  

p r o t ect io n , p a st u r e  a n d  o t h e r  b en e ficia l p r o gr a m s. 

 

1 1 . Co n t in u e  t o  co o r d in a t e  wit h  t h e  Cit y  o f Vir gin ia  Bea ch  o n  r o gu e  

h o r se  issu e s .  

 

 

Co u n ty  o f Cu rritu ck 

 

1 . Up d a t e  it s  Wild  Ho r se  Or d in a n ce  a n d  a n y  o t h e r  p r o t ect ive  

o r d in a n ces t o  a ss is t  in  t h e  im p lem en t a t io n  o f t h e  Ma n a gem en t  Pla n .  

Vigo r o u sly  en fo r ce  t h e se  o r d in a n ces. 

 

2 . Act ive ly  p u r su e  r en ewa l o f t h e  h o r se  b a r r ie r  fen ce  p e r m it  t o  k eep  

t h e  h o r se s  o n  t h e  u n p a ved  n o r t h e r n  Cu r r it u ck  Ou t e r  Ba n k s. 

 

3 . Au t h o r ize  a  su fficien t  co r r a l a r ea  a t  t h e  Co u n t y ’s  Wh a leh ea d  Clu b  

p r o p e r t y  wh e r e  t h e  Co r o lla  Wild  Ho r se  Fu n d  ca n  u n d e r t a k e  in t e r p r e t ive  

p r o gr a m s t h a t  will fo st e r  p u b lic a p p r ecia t io n  fo r  t h e  cu lt u r a l va lu e  o f t h e  

h o r se s  p e r  t h e  “Wild  Ho r se  Ma n a gem en t  Agr eem en t .”  

  

4 .  Co n sid e r  Occu p a n cy  Ta x fu n d in g d u r in g t h e  Co u n t y ’s  n o r m a l 

b u d ge t a r y  p r o ce ss  fo r  w o r t h y  p r o ject s  b y  s ign a t o r ie s  t o  t h is  m a n a gem en t  

p la n  a n d  o t h e r  in t e r e st ed  p a r t ie s  t h a t  will p r o t ect  a n d  m a in t a in  t h e  wild  

h o r se s . 

 

5 . In it ia t e  q u a r t e r ly  Ad viso r y  Bo a r d  m ee t in gs a n d  t h e  r ev iew a n d  

u p d a t e  o f t h e  five -y ea r  Wild  Ho r se  Ma n a gem en t  Pla n .  Th e  Cu r r it u ck  

Co u n t y  Ma n a ge r  o r  h is  d e sign ee  sh a ll se r ve  o n  t h e  Ad viso r y  Bo a r d .  

   

 

Cu rritu ck Ban ks Natio n al Estu arin e  Research  Reserve  (NCNERR)  

 

1 . Th e  St a t e  will a llo w fe r a l h o r se s  t o  r o a m  fr ee ly  o n  t h e  r e se r ve  

p r o p e r t y  p r o vid ed  t h a t  t h e  a n im a ls  d o  n o t  s ign ifi ca n t ly  im p a ct  t h e  

n a t u r a l h a b it a t s , wild life  o r  u se  o f t h e  s it e  fo r  r e sea r ch  a n d  ed u ca t io n .  

Asse ssm en t s  o f h o r se -in d u ced  e ffect s  o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  will b e  m a d e  b y  t h e  

Rese r ve  p r o gr a m  a n d / o r  it s  co n t r a ct o r s .  Th e  Rese r ve  p r o gr a m  will t a k e  

n ece ssa r y  m a n a gem en t  a ct io n s, su ch  a s  fen cin g im p a ct ed  h a b it a t , a s  

n eed ed  t o  p r o t ect  it s  r e so u r ce s  fr o m  t h e  im p a ct s  o f fe r a l h o r se s .  



 

 

2 . Po r t io n s o f t h e  Rese r ve  m a n a gem en t  p la n  will b e  u p d a t ed  t o  p r o vid e  

fo r  m o n it o r in g o f h o r se  im p a ct s  a n d  t o  d e t a il co o p e r a t io n  wit h  o t h e r  

p a r t ie s  co n ce r n in g m a n a gem en t  o f t h e  Co r o lla  h e r d .  

 

3 . Rese r ve  s t a ff will a ss is t  Cu r r it u ck  Co u n t y  a n d  St a t e  la w en fo r cem en t  

p e r so n n e l t o  en fo r ce  p r o vis io n s o f t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Co u n t y  Wild  Ho r se  

Or d in a n ce  o n  t h e  Rese r ve  p r o p e r t y  a s  is  n ece ssa r y  t o  p r o vid e  fo r  p u b lic 

sa fe t y  a n d  t o  p r o t ect  n a t u r a l r e so u r ce s .  

 

4 . Th e  Rese r ve  p r o gr a m  will seek  a d d it io n a l fu n d in g a n d / o r  s t a ff t o  

m o n it o r  im p a ct s  o f fe r a l h o r se s , t o  m it iga t e  a n y  im p a ct s  a s  n ece ssa r y  a n d  

t o  p r o t ect  p u b lic sa fe t y . 

 

5 . Th e  No r t h e r n  Sit e s  Ma n a ge r  fo r  t h e  Co a st a l Rese r ve  Pr o gr a m  will 

se r ve  a s  t h e  s t a t e  DCM r ep r e sen t a t ive  o n  t h e  Ad viso r y  Bo a r d .  

 

6 . Est a b lish  a n d  m o n it o r  lo n g t e r m  exclo su r e s .  

 

 

Cu rritu ck Natio n al Wild life  Re fu ge  (CNWR)  

 

1 . Th e  U.S. Fish  a n d  Wild life  Se r v ice  (Se r v ice )  will a llo w wild  h o r se s  t o  

fr e e ly  r o a m  Cu r r it u ck  NWR a s lo n g a s  t h e  h o r se s  d o  n o t  s ign ifica n t ly  

im p a ct  h a b it a t  o r  wild life  a s  p e r  t h e  En d a n ge r ed  Sp ecie s  Act , t h e  Re fu ge  

Ad m in is t r a t io n  Act , t h e  Na t io n a l Wild life  Re fu ge  Sy st em  Im p r o vem en t  Act  

a n d  o t h e r  a p p lica b le  Se r v ice  p o licie s .  Th is  eva lu a t io n  will b e  m a d e  b y  t h e  

cu r r en t  r e fu ge  m a n a ge r .  Th e  Se r v ice  will t a k e  n ece ssa r y  m a n a gem en t  

a ct io n s, in clu d in g fen cin g im p a ct ed  h a b it a t  a n d / o r  r e fu ge  u n it s , a s  

n eed ed  t o  p r o t ect  r e fu ge  r e so u r ce s  fr o m  t h e  im p a ct s  o f t h e  wild  h o r se s .  

 

2 . Re fu ge  Ma n a gem en t  Pla n s will b e  u p d a t ed  t o  r e fle ct  t h e  p r e sen ce  o f 

wild  h o r se s  o n  t h e  r e fu ge  p r o p e r t y  a n d  t h e ir  u se .  Th e  p la n  will a d d r e ss  

t h e  n eed s t o  m o n it o r  h o r se  im p a ct s , m a k e  m a n a gem en t  d ecis io n  b a sed  

u p o n  so u n d  wild life  m a n a gem en t  p r a ct ice s  t o  p r o t ect  cr it ica l  r e so u r ce s  

a n d  t o  wo r k  wit h  p a r t n e r s  t o  p r o t ect  t h e se  r e so u r ce s .  

 

3 . Re fu ge  s t a ff will a ss is t  Cu r r it u ck  Co u n t y  a n d  St a t e  la w en fo r cem en t  

p e r so n n e l in  en fo r cin g p r o vis io n s o f t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Co u n t y  Wild  Ho r se  

o r d in a n ce  o n  t h e  Cu r r it u ck  Na t io n a l Wild life  Re fu g e  a s  is  n ece ssa r y  t o  



 

p r o vid e  fo r  p u b lic sa fe t y  a n d  t o  p r o t ect  n a t u r a l r e so u r ce s .  Ma n y  

p r o vis io n s o f t h e  o r d in a n ce  m a y  a lr ea d y  b e  co d ified  in  t h e  5 0  Co d e  o f 

Fed e r a l Regu la t io n s.  Th e  o r d in a n ce  will b e  eva lu a t ed  t o  d e t e r m in e  if 

r e fu ge  sp ecific  r egu la t io n s a r e  a p p r o p r ia t e . 

 

4 . Th e  Se r v ice  will se ek  fu n d in g t o  m o n it o r  wild  h o r se  im p a ct s , r ed u ce  

im p a ct s  t o  r e so u r ce s  a n d  t o  p r o t ect  p u b lic sa fe t y .  Th is  fu n d in g will b e  

u sed  t o  s t u d y  h a b it a t  im p a ct s , co n st r u ct  fen cin g, a n d  p r o vid e  a d eq u a t e  

s t a ffin g t o  d ea l wit h  t h is  issu e . 

 

5 . Th e  Re fu ge  Ma n a ge r  o r  d e sign ee  fo r  Cu r r it u ck  NWR will se r ve  a s  t h e  

Se r v ice  r ep r e sen t a t ive  o n  t h e  Ad viso r y  Bo a r d .  

 

6 . Est a b lish  a n d  m o n it o r  lo n g t e r m  exclo su r e s  t o  a sce r t a in  t h e  im p a ct  

o f h o r se s  o n  r e fu ge  h a b it a t s . 

 

 

 

 


